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• Hotels consists of various areas ,related to different 
needs of safety solutions. 

• Different type of activities in a hotel - Fire safety 
must be planned for each place/activity.

• Each system must be combine as a whole fire 
safety system both technical, human and 
organisational.

Why choose lessons learnt from hotels?
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?14IndiaKashmir2001

No5020FranceParis Hotel Fire2005

50

3

100

714

54

Injured

No63SwedenGothenburg: Dance Hall Fire1998

?309ChinaCity of Luoyang: the fire in a Dance Hall2000

?44JapanTokyo, Mah-Jongg Club2001

No47VenezuelaCaracas: La Goajira nightclub2002

No25PeruPeru Night Club Fire 2002

No100USARhode Island, West Warwick: The Station 
nightclub

2003

No175ArgentinaArgentina: Disco Fire2004

?8ThailandThailand disco fire2006

Sprink-
lered

Life

Loss

CountryHotel/restaurant/Disco/nightclubYear 

www.iklimnet.com/hote



Phi Phi Island, Thailand 070211



Fast fire spread



Everyone did their best to help - but there was 
not enough technical resources



Hotel in Gävle, Sweden 17 May 2005



Hotel in Gävle, Sweden 17 May 2005



Hotel in Gävle 17 maj 2005

• Arson – flammable liquid
• Started in another restaurant building
• Cultural value, opened in 1876 
• Dramatic rescue operation
• A lot of people evacuated
• Confusion about the evacuation
alarm

•10 guests injured



Paris 2005

• Started in breakfast 
restaurant

• One star hotel
• Social services rented 

room for immigrants
• Fire spread via stairwell –

victims trapped on the 
upper floors



Borgholm 9 April 2004

• Started in restaurant when preparing breakfast
• 2 killed and 6 injured
• No systematic fire prevention work
• No education of personnel
• Deficient supervision
• Deficient maintenance



Room with closed fire resistant door



Same fire, but with open door



Lessons learnt

Gothenburg

Borgholm
Paris
Gävle

Other fires in public 
buildings

Lack of 
organisational, 
human and 
technical 
measures

Relevant fire safety 
regulation 

Systematic Fire 
prevention work 

Supervision

Education

Emergency planning

• Lessons teach…

• Best practice and examples on relevant fire safety

• Guidance for the organizers 



In existing hotels 
- the main objectives are to

• Reduce the risk of fire breaking out, 

• Prevent the spread of flames and smoke, 

• Ensure that the occupants can be evacuated safely and 

• Enable the emergency services to take action. 
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In order to meet these objectives, all necessary precautions should 
be taken within the establishment so that;

1. Safe escape routes are available, are clearly indicated and 
remain accessible and unobstructed

2. The buildings structural stability in the event of fire is guaranteed 
at lest for as long as is needed for the occupants to evacuate the 
building safely

3. The presence or use of highly flammable materials in wall, 
ceiling or floor coverings and interior decorations is carefully
limited

4. All technical equipment and appliances (electrical, gas, heating, 
etc) operate safely
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5. Appropriate systems are installed and maintained in proper 
working order for alerting the occupants

6. Safety instructions and a plan of the premises with an 
indication of the escape routes are displayed in each room 
normally occupied by guests or staff

7. Emergency fire-fighting equipment (extinguishers etc) is 
provided and maintained in proper working order

8. The staff is given suitable instruction and training



Hotel Fire - Safety Tips for tourists

When travelling, it is important to become familiar with the surrounding

Plan Ahead
• When making reservations, ask if the hotel has smoke detectors 

and fire sprinklers. 
• When travelling, take a flashlight with you. 
• Read the fire evacuation plan carefully. If one is not posted in your 

room, request one from the front desk. 
• Locate the two exits from your room. 
• Count the number of doors between your room and the exits. This 

will assist you in the need of an emergency evacuation. 
• Locate the fire alarms on your floor. 
• Never smoke in bed. 

Example from The United States Fire Administration



Life Safety Steps

1. If fire in your room, get out quickly. Close the door, alert the alarm and inform 
the front desk. 

2. Always use a stairwell, never an elevator. The elevator could stop at the floor of 
the fire. 

3. If the fire is not in your room, leave if it is safe to do so. Be sure to take your 
room key with you in case fire blocks your escape and you need to re-enter your 
room. 

4. To check the hallway for fire, touch the door with the back of your hand to test 
the temperature. If the door is cool, get low to the floor, brace your shoulder 
against the door and open it slowly. Be ready to close it quickly if there are 
flames on the other side. Crawl low in the smoke to the nearest exit; the freshest 
air is near the floor. 

5. If your room door is hot, do not open it. Instead, seal the door with wet towels or 
sheets. Turn off the fans and air conditioners. Call the fire department to give 
your location. Signal from your window. 

Example from The United States Fire Administration



Escape routes in public buildings –
every humans right to be able to escape


