Report on Activity — Shelter Assessment
Date : 13-14 September 2007

A Co-ordinating Group (CG) meeting was organised on 13" September 2007 at
Nanijil Hall, District Collectorate, Nagercoil, Kanniyakumari District to discuss on
status of shelters assessment in Kanniyakumari Town. The meeting started at 1100
am and ended at 215 pm.

The meeting was chaired by Mr. Vijay Kumar, District Project Officer, Disaster Risk
Management Programme, Kanniyakumari and presided by Mr. P.M.Rao, Dy.Director
General, NSCI, Mumbai.

Two international experts —Mr. Fredrik Ryber, Shelter Assessment Expert, SRSA and
Mr.Kjell Arvidsson, IHRA made presentations in the meeting. Simultaneously, the
synopsis of their presentations was made in Tamil (local language) by the Project
Manager Mr. P. Gunasekaran. The scientific approach for shelters assessment
presented by SRSA expert was highly appreciated by all.

Total 20 personnel including 10 CG members participated in the meeting (list
enclosed as Annexure -1 )

The Project Officer, UNDP informed that the shelters have already been identified in
the district. He further, emphasised that the SRSA model will help them to re-assess
the identified shelters.

The members informed that while selecting the shelters, religious places would be
selected carefully.

The Executive Officer, Kanniyakumari Town Panchayat informed that already they
have identified 18 shelters.

The President, Tours Operators informed that there are no shelters particularly for
tourists.

The members also discussed about the security arrangement of the tourists during
any disaster.

One of the member suggested that small booklet giving do’s and don’ts during any
disaster has to be developed and copies of the same are be kept in the
Kanniyakumari Town Panchayat Office and may be distributed free of cost to the
people.

The meeting ended with vote of thanks by the Project Manager.

On the same day at evening the experts along with NSCI Officers and Project
Personnel visited the Kanniyakumari Town Panchayat Office and met the Executive



Officer. The team discussed in details with the Executive Officer and collected the list
of identified shelters. The list of shelters is enclosed as Annexure -2 .

The team along with the Executive Officer and his officials visited three shelters after
discussion.

During the shelters visit, team interacted with the local residents to know the
awareness of the Disaster Management. It was realised through interaction that
there is awareness among the people about disaster management.

The media people were present in the meeting. The local media has given good
coverage about the Project and Shelter Assessment Activity and appeared in four
local newspapers viz. Dinakaran, Dina Malar, Dan Tandi and Dina Mani. The press
coverage appeared in Dinakaran is enclosed as Annexure-3.

On the next day i.e. 14" Sept 2007, the team met the District Revenue Officer (DRO)
at Nagercoil and briefed about the shelter assessment activity as the District
Collector was on official tour. Further, the expert from SRSA made presentation on
Shelter Assessment model before DRO. It was highly appreciated by the DRO. The
meeting took place for about 30 minutes.
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Annexure-1

Meeting of the CG Members for Shelter Assessment

Date : 12" Sept 2007
Venue : Nanjil Hall. District Collectorate, Nagercoil, Kanniyakumari District

List of the Participants attended the meeting

CG Members

1.

Mr Vijaya Kumar, District Project Officer, Disaster Risk Management Programme,
Kanniyakumari District. — Chaired the meeting

2. Mr Jaganathan, Executive Officer, Town Panchayat, Kanniyakumari

3. Mr S. Malaiah, Assistant Tourist Officer, Tourist Office, Kanniyakumari

4. Mr Winsly Roy, Dy. Manager (T), Poompohar Shipping Corporation Ltd.,
Kanniyakumari

5. Mr Krishna Pillai, President, Tour Operators, Triveni Tours & Travels,
Kanniyakumari

6. Mr S. Sathia Kumar, Station Officer, Fire & Rescue Service, Kanniyakumari

7. Mr M. Thurai, Station Officer, Fire & Rescue Services, Thulalay, Kanniyakumari
Dist.

8. Mr S. Hari Hara Subramaniam, Medical Asstt., Dirctorate of Health Services,
Nagarcoil

9. Mr T. Naras Khan, Asstt. Public Relation Officer, Govt. of Tamil Nadu, Nagarcoll

10. Mr A. Sathivaseelam, Extension Officer, Collectorate, Govt. of Tamil Nadu,
Nagarcoil

Invitees

1. Mr. Poulose, District Project Officer, District Risk Management Programme,
United Nationas Development Programme (UNDP), Nagercoil.

2. Mr V. Vimal Raj, UNDP — Voluenter, Early Warning System, Nagercoil

3. Mr S. Ponni, UNDP, Rubber Factory Colony, KuttakariThukalay, Kanniyakumari
District,

4. Mr J. Harabin Princy, UNDP, Nagarcoil

International Experts

1.
2.

Mr Koell Arvidsson, IHRA
Mr Fredrik Ryber, Swedish Rescue Service Agency, Karlstad, Sweden

Project Officials

1.
2.
3.

Mr P. M. Rao, Dy. Director General, NSCI. Mumbai
Mr A. Y. Sundkar, Asstt. Director, NSCI. Mumbai and Project Co-ordinator

Mr P. Gunasekaran, Safety Officer, Heavy Water Plant, Tuticorin and Project
Manager

Mr P Thomas, Local Project Assistant, Kanniyakumari
*k*%k



List of Identified Shelters - Kanniyakumari Town Pa

Community Hall

1. Ottayalvilai

2. Chinnamuttam

3. South Kundal

4. Puthukiraman — (team visited)
Govt. School

1. Ottayalvilai Elementry School
2. Ottayalvilai Hr. Sec. School

3. Main Road Elementry School
4. South Kundal Elementry School

R
1.
2
3

. C. Church Control
St. Antony’s Hr. Sec. School

. St. Joseph’s Elementry School
. Community Hall - (team visited)

Sisters Concerned

1.
2.

ICM Convent — Mary Immaculate High School - (team visited)

Community Hall

NGO'’s

agrwnE

Stella Marris Convent
Bethania Convent

Pillar Hospital

Vivekananda College — 5 km
Vivekananda Kendra
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Annexure — 2



Media Coverage

Annexure — 3

Dinkaran Daily Newspaper 14 ™ Sept 2007
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Shri Vijay Kumar,
speaking in the meeting. Others from right — MiMMPRao, Dy. Director General, NSCI;

District Project Officer,

DisasteRisk Management Programme, Kanniyakum

Mr. Rybd

Fredrik, SRAS; Mr Koell Arvidsson, IHRA and Mr. P. Gunasekaran, Project Manager
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